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RIFCO SPRING PROGRAM:  The Great Swamp – Habitat Projects Over Time
The RI Forest Conservator’s Organization (RIFCO) will conduct its Annual Spring Program at the RI DEM’s Great Swamp Management Area in South Kingstown, RI on Saturday, May 23rd from 10 a.m. to noon.  The guided walk will include the viewing of the state’s habitat manipulation projects to benefit bird species and the New England cottontail over the past years, including a most recent cut that has just been completed.
“RI DEM biologists have been working to create a diversity of habitat conditions in this and other MA’s around the state”, said William Fortune, the current President of RIFCO.  “These habitat conditions support a variety of wildlife species, and is something many people can carry out on their own woodlots, to some extent.”
We will be hiking along Great Neck Road, which is accessed from Liberty Lane off of Route 138 in the West Kingston village area of South Kingstown.  We will be gathering at the trailhead parking area located beyond the RI DEM Fish & Wildlife office at 277 Great Neck Road.
Parking directions and signage will be set up on site, and the program will start at 10 am.  The RIFCO Spring Program is free and open to the public.  Directions to the site are available by calling RIFCO at (401)568-3410, or one can go to www.rifco.org for more information.  
The RI Forest Conservator’s Organization is a statewide, non-profit organization dedicated to the protection and wise use of Rhode Island’s forest resources.  
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